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Title: Tree Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Accessories
Agency: Sourcewell

Division: Procurement Department
Contract Number: 031721

Contract Term: 4 years, with potential 1 year extension
Date of Issue: 01/27/2021

Due Date/Time: 03/17/2021 4:30 PM 
Central Time

County(ies): All NYS counties
Classification: Agriculture, Forestry, Gardening, Landscaping, Lawn Maintenance & Snow Removal

- Commodities
Opportunity Type: General

Entered By: Chris Robinson
Description: Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service cooperative,

is requesting proposals for Tree Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and
Accessories to result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities. 
Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, higher
education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals
can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal
.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later than March 17,
2021, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Set Aside: No
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Contact Information

Primary contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Greg Grunig
Procurement Lead Analyst
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-895-4189
greg.grunig@sourcewell-mn.gov

Submit to contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Greg Grunig
Procurement Lead Analyst
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-895-4189
greg.grunig@sourcewell-mn.gov
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To view more Classified listings,

visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

MARKETPLACE

Our All Natural Patented

and Patent Pending answer

to better sleep, anxiety, relaxation,

mood swings, calmness, and clarity.

Win a FREE bottle at

www.JDIVitamins.com

Distributors Wanted

260-804-4084

Anxium-
StressRelief

BUSINESS BUSINESS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Up to$2Million

Funds in 24 Hours

FORSMALLBUSINESSLOANS

&MERCHANTCASHADVANCE

FROM$20K-$2MNATIONWIDE

ALSOHARDMONEYLOANS

From$100kto$40million in5 to

7days.+NoDocsCommercial

MortgagesUPTO40MILLION.

Call or text 917-651-5298

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Legal, ethical, exciting & fun!

NO MLM, chains, pyramids

or nonsense.

Website Message RevealsAll!

www.retirewithMrT.com

Home Biz. Opp

$1,000.00

MAILBOXCASH
EVERYDAY? Pot’l

MARKETERS!

Help us Save

Restaurants in the

U.S. & CANADA!

EARN HUGE

RESIDUAL INCOME

Referring!

DriversEARN$$$!

MerchantsSAVE$$$!

Great for FUNDRAISING!

24/7 Info:818-791-0171Ext154

In Calif., Prop 22/AB5 does not affect you.

And that’s if things are slow.

Bestmonth so far was over

$400k!Works Fast. NoSelling.

TooDamnEasy.com

1-800-230-6866 ext. 1000 (24 Hrs.)

Referral ID# MR70623. Affiliate Opp.

SAVE THIS AD!

$6K

PER WEEK!

Pot’l

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HEALTH/FITNESS

ORDER ANY
LAB TEST
ONLINE
Text OrderMyLabTests to 41242

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Looking for a powerful and
lucrative change in sales?
We want to talk with you.

We are expanding!
Grew over a 100% this year

(DURING COVID)!!!
Roofing/Construction.
Experience a plus.

Send resume to: moses@
troyerscoatingsystems.com

SECONDARYBREAK
AnNBADad’s Story

written by:MarvinWilliams Sr.

This book is about a young man and his love for basket-
ball. It will show you how ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

when you continue to follow your passion.

Available for purchase at BarnesAndNoble.com and Amazon.com

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency
and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Tree

Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Accessories to
result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than March 17, 2021, at 4:30pm
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

TRAVEL

CAMPGROUNDS

Boulder Creek Lodge in beautiful southwest Montana
is located between two mountain ranges that make
up the Northern Rocky Mountains. Located 11 miles
north of Philipsburg, Mt or midway between Glacier
National Forest and Yellowstone. During your visit

plan on fishing, sapphire mining, visiting ghost towns,
and visiting a famous candy store. Destinations within
a short drive of the resort: Phillipsburg, Butte, Deer
Lodge, Anaconda, Missoula, and Helena, Montana.

Resort features: Cabins, Glamping Tipis and Conestoga
Wagon, RV Park, restaurant and free strong wifi.

Boulder Creek LodgeMontana

Call 406-859-3190
www.bouldercreeklodgemontana.com

Celebrate 2021 at Boulder Creek Lodge Montana

“The Happiest Place in Montana”
It is time to plan your 2021 Summer Vacation

Think Montana

4 Boulder Creek Road,
Hall, Montana 59837

ATTENTION
If you’ve had Hernia Surgery

and have experienced any

800-478-7176800-478-7176

CALL THE HERNIA MESH

HELPLINE NOW AT

youmay be entitled to

COMPLICATIONS

SIGNIFICANT CASH

COMPENSATION.

If you or a loved one has

been diagnosedwith

ovarian cancer after using

talcum based products

youmay be entitled to

significant compensation

800-208-3526

TALCUM

POWDER

SETTLEMENT

HEALTH/FITNESS HEALTH/FITNESS

Place your
advertisement in

USA TODAY
Marketplace!

To advertise, call:

800-397-0070

CALABASAS, Calif. – The pastor
stared out toward his attentive congre-
gation. He sensed their anger, sadness
and confusion.

So Bob Bjerkaas, pastor at Church in
the Canyon, delivered a sermon that not
only included Bible verses but also ad-
dressed his congregation’s varying
emotions after the sudden death of a
Lakers star.

“Kobe Bryant was a man like you and
me,” Bjerkaas said. “He had ups and
downs, strengths and weaknesses, feel-
ings and hopes. 

“But he also had something extraor-
dinary, and it was a gift from God.”

Bjerkaas, known as “Pastor Bob,”
spoke those words Jan. 26, 2020, rough-
ly 8 1⁄�2 hours after Bryant, his 13-year-old
daughter Gianna and seven others died
in a helicopter crash. The crash took
place on a hillside near the Santa Mon-
ica Mountains directly across the street
from Bjerkass’ church.

During an hour-long service, Bjer-
kaas prayed for the nine victims, quot-
ing the book of Ecclesiastes, which de-
tails how God helps people deal with
both joy and suff�ering. 

And in a 13-minute sermon, Bjerkaas
sought to comfort grieving Bryant fans
and his own fl�ock.

“I look back on that and I wonder,
‘Did I do enough as a local pastor?’ ”
Bjerkaas told USA TODAY Sports nearly
a year later. 

“Did we do enough to serve the local
community? 

“I always want to do my best.”
Those who visited Church in the Can-

yon that day believe that Bjerkaas did.
Nearly 80 fans, nearly all fi�rst-time visi-
tors, attended the vigil service at the
church, which can hold 110 people. After
the service, plenty of those fans em-
braced and prayed with Bjerkaas.

“It was very life changing,” said Irvin
Guillermo, 32, of Northridge. 

“The fact this happened to Kobe Bry-
ant is such a tragedy, and we wish it
didn’t happen. 

“But Pastor Bob spoke to me and
made me realize that death isn’t some-
thing we should fear. The way he de-
scribed it was that Kobe is at peace.

“That inspired me and motivated me
to enjoy every moment of my life.”

Watching as the tragedy unfolded

Bjerkaas off�ered such perspective
nearly nine hours after fi�rst processing
the tragedy.

While teaching a Sunday school class
around 9:45 a.m., Bjerkaas heard the
sound of a low-fl�ying helicopter fol-
lowed by a loud thump. Bjerkaas
thought nothing of it. Helicopters and
planes fl�y frequently over Calabasas to
connect to the Burbank and LAX air-
ports. 

Elizabeth Howland Forrest, a mem-
ber of the church, was much more con-
cerned. While driving from Santa Mon-
ica, she marveled at the low-fl�ying heli-
copter that she followed west along In-
terstate 101. She then lost sight of it after
exiting the freeway and eventually
parking at the church. As she fi�nished
applying her makeup, Howland Forrest
saw the helicopter again in her rearview
mirror.

Then she saw the helicopter crash
into the hillside behind the Las Virgenes
Municipal Water District building
across from the church. She saw smoke
immediately.

“I waited awhile,” Howland Forrest
said. “I was concerned what the danger
might be.”

As the 10:45 service began inside the
church, Howland Forrest stayed outside
to help accommodate arrivals of police,
fi�remen, reporters and onlookers. One
TV reporter relayed the news to How-
land Forrest that Kobe and Gianna Bry-
ant were among the passengers. Soon
enough, Bryant’s chauff�eur arrived to
speak to authorities. 

“He was speechless,” Howland For-
rest said of Bryant’s chauff�eur. “He was

completely in grief and found it unbe-
lievable.”

So Howland Forrest passed along a
note to alert Bjerkaas about the news of
Bryant and his daughter. Since their
identities were not yet verifi�ed, Bjerkaas
stayed quiet. But he centered his ser-
mon on the book of Job, which involves
a righteous man experiencing tragedy
and how he dealt with it. Bjerkaas told
his congregation the helicopter crash
“reminded us that life is not a guaran-
teed thing.”

A church member then interrupted
and announced that Kobe and Gianna
Bryant were among the victims. 

“It was very, very distressing,” Bjer-
kaas said. “I have some real die-hard
Lakers fans in my congregation. They
were pretty shook.”

So were the 200 grieving fans whom
Bjerkaas said arrived within a half hour
after his sermon. By then the sheriff�’s
department blocked off� road access at
checkpoints near the crash site. That in-
cluded the church’s location on the cor-
ner of Las Virgenes Road and Willow
Glen Street. Mourners and reporters
soon fi�lled the sidewalks.

Suddenly, Church in the Canyon be-
came the gathering place to grieve.

“We didn’t have a plan; we didn’t have
supplies,” Bjerkaas said. “All we had was
a whole bunch of coff�ee and a whole
bunch of coff�ee cups.”

A safe haven for mourning fans

Through the day, Bjerkaas estimated
the church served about 400 cups of
coff�ee. He allowed fans to use the
church bathroom. The church became
more than just a free coff�ee shop.

Bjerkaas empathized with those
grieving. After seeing one distressed
Bryant fan smoking marijuana on
church property, Bjerkaas respectfully
confronted him about tossing it before
they prayed together. 

“Pastor Bob was remarkable,” How-
land Forrest said. “He had a humble
heart with recognizing that for all the
people coming there, it was not a conve-
nient location. They were tired. They
were thirsty. And there wasn’t anything
around for them. His desire was for peo-
ple to feel comfortable, welcomed, be
able to have a place to rest if they need-
ed. He was 100% consistent 100% of the
time.”

Although he admired Bryant, Bjer-
kaas did not have a personal connection
to the Lakers’ star. He never met the
Lakers’ star. 

Bjerkaas, who was born in Columbia,
Maryland, grew up rooting for the
Washington Bullets.

But after Church in the Canyon hired
him as pastor in 2007, Bjerkaas quickly
learned what Bryant meant to LA. Most
of his congregation are Lakers fans. One
of his administrative assistants has Bry-
ant posters plastered all over her offi�ce
walls.

Bryant’s impact did not fully register,
however, until his death.

“What struck me was how close the
connection Kobe Bryant had with his
fans,” Bjerkaas said. 

“A lot of them said, ‘I thought of him
as an older brother.’ Or they said watch-
ing him go through his issues helped me
grow up.”

Opening the church 
during a pandemic

That fateful day on Jan. 26, 2020,
marked the beginning of a tragic year.
For the next week, Bjerkaas and his wife
held impromptu gatherings for fans at
the crash site. Bjerkaas, who also coach-
es youth lacrosse, made yellow street
signs and his players held them in the
neighborhood to direct visitors to the
church.

Their ministry soon ended abruptly.
On March 22, Church in the Canyon
closed because of the coronavirus out-
break. Bjerkaas prerecorded services to
post on YouTube.

The church received approval to hold
outdoor services in August, but by Jan-
uary indoor services were allowed at
smaller capacity. The church has re-
quired attendees to take temperature
checks, follow social distancing rules
and bring their own Bible and take pre-
packaged Communion.

Unlike the frenetic scene during last
year’s tragedy, roads are no longer
blocked off� and there are no markings
around the crash site. Unlike last year,
Bjerkaas will not be able to give out a
cup of coff�ee, say a prayer or deliver a
sermon to all interested Bryant fans.

“This year in general has taught us
really to think that life is a fragile and
precious thing,” Bjerkaas said. “Things
can change in a moment.”

Canyon Church became grieving site
Mark Medina
USA TODAY

Church in the Canyon is located across
from the hillside where the helicopter
crashed. ROBERT HANASHIRO/USA TODAY

With funny frogs, adorable puppies
and its iconic Clydesdale horses, Bud-
weiser has become synonymous with
Super Bowl advertising over the past
four decades, producing some of the
most memorable commercials in the
history of television’s marquee live
event.

This year, however, the brand is tak-
ing a pass.

Budweiser is foregoing its annual Su-
per Bowl commercial slot for the fi�rst
time in 37 years, joining fellow jugger-
nauts Coke, Hyundai and Pepsi in skip-

ping this year’s Super Bowl broadcast
amid the fi�nancial uncertainty of the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The beer brand said in a news release
that instead of paying to air a Super
Bowl ad, it will instead be “reallocating
the media investment” to raise aware-
ness about the COVID-19 vaccine
throughout the year, in partnership with
the Ad Council.

“Like everyone else, we are eager to
get people back together, reopen restau-
rants and bars, and be able to gather to
cheers with friends and family,” Bud-
weiser vice president of marketing
Monica Rustgi said in a statement. “To
do this, and to bring consumers back

into neighborhood bars and restaurants
that were hit exceptionally hard by the
pandemic, we’re stepping in to support
critical awareness of the COVID-19 vac-
cine.”

According to the news release, Bud-
weiser plans to donate some of its ad-
vertising airtime throughout 2021 to the
Ad Council and COVID Collaborative, a
coalition of experts in health, education
and the economy. Clarissa Dickinson, a
spokesperson for Budweiser, called it “a
multimillion-dollar commitment.”

Although Budweiser is skipping this
year’s television broadcast, it will run a
90-second ad titled “Bigger Picture” on
digital platforms before and during the

Super Bowl. The commercial is narrated
by actress Rashida Jones.

Bud Light, another Anheuser-Busch
brand, is still expected to air an ad dur-
ing the game.

The absence of Budweiser – and fel-
low Super Bowl regulars Coke, Hyundai
and Pepsi – will leave this year’s broad-
cast without several of the perennial
contenders in USA TODAY’s Ad Meter,
which ranks Super Bowl commercials
by consumer rating. 

All four companies framed the move
as a matter of strategy and resource al-
location amid the pandemic, which has
led to job losses and budget cuts across
industries.

Heavyweights to sit out Super Bowl 55 ad game
Tom Schad
USA TODAY



Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency 
and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Tree 

Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Accessories to 
result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands 
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, 

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies 
located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be 
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal 

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than March 17, 2021, at 4:30pm 
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
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Notice
Basic Information

Details

Dates

Contact Information

Pre-Bidding Events

Bid Submission Process

Estimated Contract Value (CAD) $60,000,000.00 (Not shown to suppliers)
Reference Number 0000191494
Issuing Organization Sourcewell
Owner Organization
Solicitation Type RFP - Request for Proposal (Formal)
Solicitation Number 031721
Title Tree Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Accessories
Source ID PP.CO.USA.868485.C88455

Location All of Canada, All of Canada
Purchase Type Term: 2021/05/21 01:00:00 AM EDT - 2025/05/20 01:00:00 AM EDT
Description Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service

cooperative, is requesting proposals for Tree Maintenance Equipment,
Attachments, and Accessories to result in a contracting solution for use by
its Participating Entities.  Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal
government, and other public agencies located in the United States and
Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only
proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be
considered. Proposals are due no later than March 17, 2021, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
 

Publication 2021/01/27 08:44:36 AM EST
Question Acceptance Deadline 2021/03/10 05:30:00 PM EST
Questions are submitted online No
Bid Intent Not Available
Closing Date 2021/03/17 05:30:00 PM EDT

Prebid Conference 2021/02/24 11:00:00 AM EST

Procurement Department
218-894-1930
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Event Type Prebid Conference
Attendance Recommended
Event date 2021/02/24 11:00:00 AM EST
Location Online Conference
Event Note Login information will be emailed two business days prior to the event.

Bid Submission Type Electronic Bid Submission
Pricing In attached document

Pricing In attached document
Bid Documents List

Item Name Description Mandatory

Bid Documents Documents defining the proposal Yes

031721 - Tree Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Ac...
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Categories
Selected Categories

GSIN Categories (3)

G Goods
Goods

N37 Agricultural Machinery And Equipment
Agricultural Machinery And Equipment

N37 Agriculture Machinery and Equipment
Agriculture Machinery and Equipment

N3750TD SHREDDERS, LEAVES, BRUSH, ETC
SHREDDERS, LEAVES, BRUSH, ETC

N36 Special Industry Machinery
Special Industry Machinery

N3695J TREE FELLING MACHINERY, SPECIALIZED
TREE FELLING MACHINERY, SPECIALIZED

MERX Category (1)

G Goods
Goods

G19 Machinery and Tools
Machinery and Tools

UNSPSC Category (1)

21000000 Farming and Fishing and Forestry and Wildlife Machinery and Accessories

21100000 Agricultural and forestry and landscape machinery and equipment

21102200 Forestry machinery and equipment

031721 - Tree Maintenance Equipment, Attachments, and Ac...
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